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The Parish Council
Dear All,

It’s been a busy couple of weeks in the village with all the preparations for our village pantomime, our twenty first, and 
another success.   Having been involved in every pantomime, I love seeing the village hall filled with people all having 
fun. It is an amazing community event, and the result of the hard work of many people coming together something very 
special.  Thank you to everyone who makes our pantomime happen.

Plans for a village celebration for the coronation of King Charles III are in their early stages. We’re planning an event on 
Sunday 7 May, probably similar to our Platinum Jubilee celebrations last year with a lunch time picnic on the playing 
field. Last year everyone enjoyed a sports day and dog show.

Save the date and we’ll have more details soon.  If you would like to help/have ideas of what we should do please let me 
know asap.  The Parish Council has allocated £250 towards the event.

Progress on the proposed new settlement DPD has been “paused” by Harrogate Borough Council. Whixley Parish 
Council, with other neighbouring parish councils, continues to monitor what is happening. A joint letter has been sent to 
North Yorkshire and is on the village website for you to read. 

The village calendar is full of interesting events over the next months for us to enjoy and I look forward to seeing you at 
some of them.

Clare 

Email:  Beckettwhixley@btopenworld.com
01423. 330746
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Whixley Panto, January 26-28, 2023
January 2023
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When the winds arrives from the east, and the sun from the west, it can only mean one thing, Aladdin, alongside a whole host of colourful characters have arrived in Whixley, set at the beautiful 
Agrabah palace (The Village Hall..)

With many a missed line, confused faces, much inspired improvisation, woefully wrong cues and silly sing a long, this Pantomime has once again had it’s audiences creased up double in belly hurting 
laughter, and we would have it no…. other…. way.

Whixley Pantomime has quite a reputation for it’s incredible inclusivity. Anyone who wants to take part, can, no matter if you are a Shakespearian actor, or if you work at Voakes Pies (Yum!) You are 
welcome. It’s amazing equality shines on stage through every character, and it is the main reason why Whixley’s Villagers visit year after year to support their neighbours, peers and friends.

After over two years living in the village now, I have the pleasure of knowing many of the cast, as well as the audience! My Whixley Tappers are also a feature these days in our Pantomime, and 
never have I been prouder of them and their incredible zest for life in tap shoes.

Perhaps a tap routine set with a Nordic influence wasn’t an ideal choice for ‘Aladdin’? but the ever creative director Lynsey Farnworth upon hearing this interesting choice of ours said ‘no we can 
make it work!’ And thus we saw several tap dancing ladies in bobble hats and Christmas jumpers in ‘Whixley’s Got Talent!’ Amongst the heat of Agrabah’s streets.

Genius.

The cast manoeuvred themselves around the badly behaved curtain with ease. with some really lovely performances. There were some stand out performances with the quite magnificent (and 
evidently experienced) Widow Twankey (Louise Farmer) who had the audience in the palm of her hand for the entirety of the production, and of course the bearded baddie Abanazar (Adam Brown) 
whose portrayal of this famous role was like money for old rope (or old lamp!) He was a pleasure to watch and I for one certainly hopes he continues to appear on stage year after year. A 
magnificent actor with exquisite timing and comedy. Jasmine Aimes-King was a welcome new face amongst the cast, a tremendously saucy breath of fresh air as the Spirit of the Ring, a performer I
think we can all agree, we would love to see more of in the Pantomimes to come.

Chris Davey as Washee played the role with genuine innocence, and introduced us to our sand dune-d scenes with a beautiful song rendition of Arabian Nights.

Congratulations to the entire cast and creative team for pulling together a really enjoyable Pantomime, with magnificent costumes and a beautifully painted set and series of backdrops that would 
have been fit for the Professional Pantomimes in York or Leeds. (John Alderson and Team) The staff on the bar and the tickets and the raffle did their village proud as usual.

The audience left singing the songs they’d heard, reminiscing of funny scenes they loved with their friends and kids, and walked home with a lighter heart and a wider smile, and isn’t that what it is 
all about?

Now, back to my house renovation, I’ve been inspired by a light up Yorkshire accented carpet…. RUG!

Damien Poole



Online Auction Catalogue Now Available
Bids are Open
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The Auction Catalogue is now available and will be published, not only on our 2 village 
websites but also on Facebook and other social media during this week. The catalogues will 
also be available by email on request to revjoanroper@outlook.com.  For those who are not 
online, a paper copy will be available to borrow.  

Please take the time to view the Catalogue; we have a good variety of interesting items for 
sale including: books, drinks, household items, home-made produce including a variety of 
cakes, biscuits & preserves, games and toys, a large selection of jigsaws, a variety of garden 
plants, good quality shrubs kindly donated by Johnsons of Whixley, a lady’s bike with 
shopping basket, several items for as low as 50p, bird-watching tours, vinyl records, a 
summer buffet supper at the Old Vicarage in Whixley for 6 people PLUS so much more!

More information will be issued with the Catalogue, including instructions on how to bid. 

The proceeds from the Auction are in aid of building work at Whixley and Green 
Hammerton Churches.

If you have any queries, contact Revd Joan Roper (331661) or e mail 
revjoanroper@outlook.com.

To download your copy of the Catalogue CLICK HERE

mailto:revjoanroper@outlook.com
mailto:revjoanroper@outlook.com
https://whixley.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Online-Auction-2023-Catalogue-Final.pdf


Walking Football kicks off in Whixley
January 2023
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The first walking football sessions in the village are expected to kick-off this month with no fewer 
than 24 players now signed by the nascent Whixley Walking Football Club before the end of the 
January transfer window.

Co-Managers Nick Gibsone and Tim Procter are reported to be “over the moon” at the quality of 
players that have signed up for the “Cherry Kickers” although keen to stress that they are “taking it 
one match and one cliché at a time”.

The Whixley squad is a perfect blend of experience and even greater experience with the youngest 
signing a mere lad of 44 and the oldest (no names) a sprightly 74.

New players are always welcome, however, and anyone over 40 who might be interested in adding 
to the squad for the season ahead should email Nick at nick.gibsone@btinternet.com or Tim at 
timprocter@timprocter.plus.com

We are extremely grateful to Queen Ethelburga’s school for their generosity in marking out the village 
pitch and providing us with line marking equipment for future use, plus a supply of marking paint 
and a full set of corner flags. Our thanks to them and specifically to Ben Grigor, QE’s Grounds 
Manager, and his colleagues who freely gave up their time to  get the pitch at Whixley Community 
Stadium (no harm in thinking big!) looking so good in preparation for the first match.

We are grateful too for the support given by the Village Hall Committee and members of the Parish 
Council in getting this particular ball rolling (sorry, but that was an open goal I just couldn’t miss).

It might only be a village walking football club but it’s already clear that we really do have the best 
supporters in the land.

mailto:nick.gibsone@btinternet.com
mailto:timprocter@timprocter.plus.com


Pancake Night
21st February 2023
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Book 
Now

https://whixley.org/shop
https://whixley.org/shop


Neighbours Night, Lunch and Film Night 
February Events
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The Next Neighbours’ Night will be on Thursday 23rd February. It’s a great chance for villagers new and not-so-new to get together. 
Please let Steve Wright stevewright765@icloud.com know if you plan to join us. He needs to let the Anchor know how many are 
coming. They need to know for large parties. It’s specially necessary because it affects which room we have. If we are less than 24 
they prefer us to have the library. Any more and it’s the big room. We had one occasion where we were in the library and more
people turned up - they had to sit on their own in the pub. No fun for them.

Lunch Club. The dates for the next 3 lunches are Monday 13th February, 13th March and 3rd April. For February's Lunch the main 
course is Chicken with mushrooms and tomatoes. The desert is always a surprise but delicious!

For those who are unfamiliar with the Lunch, it is a monthly event from September to April in the Village Hall. The bar is open at 
12.00 and lunch is served at 12.30. The cost is £10.00 pp £2.00 of which goes to a charity. The Lunch is a good way of meeting 
neighbours and having a natter. If you are interested, do give me a call 07771 916379, it is a popular event, but there are a couple of 
vacancies.
Dee Wright

Film Night. The next film night will be on Friday February 17th.  The film to be shown will be The Duke (2000). In 1961, 60-year-old 
Kempton Bunton stole Goya's portrait of the Duke of Wellington from the National Gallery in London. He sent ransom notes saying 
that he would return the painting on condition that the government invested more in care for the elderly. What happened next 
became the stuff of legend. An uplifting true story about a good man who set out to change the world and managed to save his 
marriage. Stars Jim Broadbent and Helen Mirren. 

The film night is open to everyone in the village. The show starts at 8pm and a full bar service will be available from around 7:30pm.

mailto:stevewright765@icloud.com


Whixley Swap Box
New Facility
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The village phone box has now been renovated and converted into the Whixley 
Village Swap Box. The top shelf is for games, the bottom shelf is for children's 
books. The orange box is for jigsaws and the rest of the shelves are for general 
books, non-fiction and fiction. We will be arranging some signage and it's good 
to see the enthusiastic villagers are making use of it already.

If the phone box is full and there is no more room, then the donations should 
not be left but taken and given to charity or post them on Facebook.

A big thank you to Whixley Parish Council for saving the phone box, as it was 
due to be removed by BT.

A huge thank you to Andrew Voakes who spent his spare time renovating it to 
its former glory so it can be put to good use for the whole village to enjoy. It 
also means we've kept a traditional landmark in our village for posterity that 
would otherwise have been lost forever.

Thank you Whixley,

Louise Voakes



Whixley Food Bank
Update
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We would like to say to all who donated to the Food Bank A HUGE THANK YOU!

A whopping 86kg was delivered to Starbeck!

And that does not include all the blankets/throws and hot water bottles that 
were so generously donate for the Christmas appeal, and must be keeping 
people warm during this cold weather.

Whixley is a relatively small village and each month more and more is taken to the Food Bank, which is so very 
generous. The delivery to Starbeck is usually made on the last Thursday of every month. It does not matter what 
size the donation is, all will be gratefully received. Thank you to everyone who donated. Every item given is much 
needed in the current economic climate and certainly always appreciated by the Food Bank staff and clients. I'm 
very proud to be part of such a caring community.

For those who are not familiar as to where the donations can be dropped off, just inside the main door of the 
Village Hall, to the left is the collection box. Please check the Village Hall website as to when the Village Hall is 
open. The Hall is used so much that there are ample opportunities! There is also a list of products, if you would 
like any hints.

With grateful thanks and any queries phone Dee Wright 07771 916379 and Corinne Craig 07752 831996



Wine Evening
11th March 2023
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Call my Bluff meets Unbelievable Lies

A cocktail of 6 different wines, amazing facts, terrible lies & food. It should be a 
heady/fun evening on 7pm Saturday 11th March. 

Tickets, £13, available to purchase online – click the button below

A non sniffy production presented by John Alderson and Tim Proctor

An evening at the Village Hall with 6 different wines presented along with amazing 
facts and stories, plus a Call my Bluff interlude and and much, much more. And, of 
course, a little quiz, so it should be a fun evening. We will be serving interesting 
nibbles at the interval.

Very little knowledge of wine will probably be an advantage.

John and Tim Book 
Now

https://whixley.org/shop
https://whixley.org/shop


Stockbroker Evening
1st April 2023
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What is a Stockbroker Evening?
Come and make or lose a fortune on Whixley’s own ‘Loadsamoney’ share-buying and 
selling binge.

Teams receive £200,000 in Whixley sterling at the start of proceedings and, through 
shrewd buying and selling over ten rounds, build or lose their fortune. Financial Times 
correspondent and Whixley’s answer to Warren Buffet, George Rowden, will lead us all 
through the ups and downs of the markets. No experience necessary – it may even be a 
handicap!

Do you think you can out-perform the vagaries of the stock market? Prove it!

• Not protected by the FCA but as no real money is lost it doesn't matter!!

Book 
Now

The Event will be held on Saturday 1st April
Whixley Village Hall at 7pm for a 7.30 start.

Cottage Pie will be served and there’ll be Prosecco on 
every table.

Teams of between 4 and 8 are required.
Tickets are £15.00pp available from Enid Fisher on 

331031 or via the Whixley Website Shop

https://whixley.org/shop
https://whixley.org/shop


Jazz in the Village
April 22nd 2023
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by Ian Millar & Dominic Spencer
Ian and Dominic are unique in the UK Jazz community taking their blend of
melodic jazz standards and original compositions to rural communities all over
the UK. They use programmable lighting and bottle lights to create a wonderful
intimate atmosphere for the music.

They tell stories of their travels in their Tour Bus - an old converted Yorkshire 
Ambulance, in an entertaining evening of creative music and enthusiastic joy, just 
what is needed after months of isolation.

WHIXLEY VILLAGE HALL
Sat 22nd April 8pm £10

Accompanied under 16s free 
Bar will open at 7:30pm 

ticket sales through the website online shop
Visit their website for their blog, videos, photos, reviews and their Concert Diary

plus links to their Social Media accounts
www.millarandspencer.co.uk

www.millar spencer.co.ukand

Jazz in the Village

"Beautiful soaring magic! I was 
blown away by your show, 

just breathtaking!”saxophone 
Ian Millar
Dominic Spencer 
piano

"...expect warm, intelligent,
reflective, human music..." 

"Very cool music played in a magical atmosphere - this will appeal to
jazz novices as well as hardcore enthusiasts."   Three Weeks Magazine

from Scotland

WHIXLEY VILLAGE HALL
Franks Lane, Whixley, YO26 8AP

 
Bar will open at 7:30pm 

ticket sales through our website online shop 

ndSat 22  April  8pm £10

https://whixley.org/shop/

2023
Bar

Accompanied
under 16s free 

https://whixley.org/shop
http://www.millarandspencer.co.uk/


LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLINK
DDDDDDDDDDDDETAILS

Village Communications

If you are into Facebook then there is a Facebook Group “Whixley Village” 
that you can sign up to and use to communicate village issues to other 
group members. Over 1,300 people have joined the group so far, and it's 
set up so that existing members can invite new members directly.
The Village Hall also has a Facebook Page “Whixley Village Hall” which you 
are invited to like, and a Twitter feed that you can follow.

The village also has a WhatsApp Group, “Whixley!”. This group has proved 
a useful tool over the last few years as a more immediate form of 
communication than website or Facebook posts. If you'd like to be 
included in the group you can follow this link.

And finally…..

Please also feel free to pass on a copy of this newsletter to anyone 
interested in events in Whixley, and they can use the link below to register 
on the village email list to receive regular updates about the village.

ON GOING
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Friends of the Village Hall

The village hall has a committee of 8 at the 
moment, 5 of whom are trustees of the 
registered charity that looks after the hall. 

We are always on the lookout for new people 
to get involved, but we appreciate that joining 
the committee is too large a commitment for 
many people to contemplate.  That’s why we 
have a “Friends” list – people who are 
prepared to lend a hand from time to time, 
but don’t want to be on the committee or take 
on an ongoing commitment.

If you would like to offer your time and 
expertise on an occasional basis, please get in 
touch.  Just email ian@whixleyvillagehall.org.  

https://whixley.org/join-email/
https://whixley.org/join-email/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Eb5b0O4F6yhCjmHWDV6Rnh
mailto:ian@whixleyvillagehall.org

