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Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Evening

1st March
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Book 
Here

Shrove Tuesday falls on the 1st March this year when the church will be running a 
Pancake Evening in the Village Hall from 5.30pm until 9.30pm.

Tickets can be ordered and paid for on-line at https://whixley.org/shop or from
Enid Fisher 331031 or Clare Beckett 330746.

We hope the early start will encourage young families to come and enjoy pancakes for 
tea before it gets too late. 

For adults, two savoury and two sweet pancakes are £10.00, with a vegetarian option 
and £5 for children 11 and under i.e. junior school age, with fruit juice included. Please 
say if you have any dietary requirements and they will be catered for. 

The village hall bar will be open for refreshments. There will also be a raffle and all 
proceeds are for the two churches in our Parish. We look forward to enjoying a relaxed 
evening with you before the rigours of Lent

https://whixley.org/shop
https://whixley.org/shop


The Parish Council
Council Elections and Jubilee Event

Update
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Dear All

Signs of spring are appearing in Whixley and the days are lengthening, and the snowdrops are coming out in the churchyard.

By the time you read this I hope the village pantomime will have been enjoyed by many. The added challenge of Covid has put an 
extra element of stress on the cast but as usual a wonderful team effort has seen the show go on.

In May there will be Parish Council elections, if you are interested in standing for election then please contact me or our Parish 
Clerk, Amanda Kennerley (whixleyparishcouncil@outlook.com) to find out what is involved. 

On Sunday 5 June we are hoping to organise a ‘Big Jubilee Lunch’ for the whole village to celebrate The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
In order to do this we need a small group of people to organise the event so please let me know if you’d like to get involved.  

Finally a plea to dog owners, the wheelie bin in the top churchyard, which many of you use, needs wheeling down to the 
roadside the day before bin day (alternate Sundays). Please would you lend a hand by doing this as you return from your walks
(and return it after it’s been emptied). Thank you.

Take care, all the best

Clare Beckett 

To read the minutes of past Parish Council meetings, and see the agenda for the next future meeting, click HERE

mailto:whixleyparishcouncil@outlook.com
https://whixley.org/parish-council/meetings-minutes/


Spring Auction
2022 Auction in Memory of June Rowden

14th March
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In memory of June Rowden of Whixley who died on Christmas Eve, we are to run an online Spring Auction, 
with the proceeds to be shared, half to Whixley and Green Hammerton churches and the other half to 
Cancer Research. June was a much-loved member of our local community and church and she served as 
churchwarden at Whixley and latterly at Marton cum Grafton. She was an enthusiastic needlewoman, a 
member of Wetherby Choral Society, a member of local keep fit classes in Green Hammerton and a good 
friend and neighbour to so many of us. 

In the first instance, we would like people to scour their cupboards and garages and find items to donate. 
These might include homeware, craftwork, plants, books, CDs, unwanted gifts, clothing, toys & games –
preferably in good condition.  Also, you may like to offer some baking or produce for sale. Another 
suggestion is that people might offer their talents and time e.g.for gardening, cooking a meal, flower-
arranging etc.  
Following last year’s online Auction, the next step is for the sellers to provide a brief but accurate description of the items for sale and with a 
photograph if possible (and measurements where applicable), together with a reserve price for each item to ensure that a fair amount will be paid. 
The date for submitting items for sale via e mail is Monday 14th March. A catalogue will be produced and put online via the church and village 
websites.  The catalogue will also be available by e mail and a limited number of paper copies may be produced.  Once the catalogue has been issued, 
people may submit their bids by the deadline given and then the highest bid for each item will be selected. 

We hope that you will help us to raise money for Cancer Research and our village churches by donating items and also by bidding at the auction.  If 
you would like to donate an item for sale or if you need any further information, please contact Revd Joan Roper by telephone (331661) or e mail –
revjoanroper@outlook.com.

mailto:revjoanroper@outlook.com


Panto Report

Whixley Players production of Cinderella this year marks our twentieth pantomime. Back in 2000 Mike and Brenda Best suggested we put on a 
pantomime, under Mike’s expert guidance our first production of Cinderella was performed. Mike established Whixley Players and went on to 
produce many pantomimes, and Brenda made many of the costumes (still being used today). Doreen Bramley who lived at Cherry Tree Farm played 
the Fairy Godmother and it was her stories of performing in Whixley Pantomimes in the 1950s that inspired the reintroduction of the Whixley 
Pantomime to our village calendar. It has gone on to become a main fundraiser and helps ensure our village hall is here at the heart of our 
community to be used an enjoyed by us all.

Report
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Twenty Years of Pantomime

Richard Cox took over as director and further developed the Whixley Players pantomime productions with great skill, and now Lynsey Farnworth is continuing the task of 
bringing our productions to the village hall to be enjoyed by many. Lynsey’s energy and enthusiasm are inexhaustible and her attic a source of astonishing props.

The Pantomime brings together our community and members of the Whixley Players come from neighbouring villages too. From October Sunday evenings see the Players 
gather at the village hall to rehearse, there’s great camaraderie and lots of laughter. After Christmas the pressure mounts and we appreciate the help of all those who give 
up their time to help put up the stage and backdrops sort out and operate the light and sound systems, create the scenery and dress the player in all manner of costumes, 
mastermind selling tickets, run the bar and work on ‘front of house’.

Four members of the players have been involved in every production, Barry Ibbetson and Clare Becket on stage and behind the scenes; Brenda Ibbetson has conjured up 
amazing props and Jon Beckett has lit us up with ever more sophisticated lighting. So many others have given up their time, supported us financially and created beautiful 
back drops, costumes, props and stage scenery. The Log built by Roger Herringshaw for a very early production appears in every production – its become our lucky charm.

We are always delighted to welcome new members to the Whixley Players – come along and join the fun.

Take a moment to think of all those who have taken part and sadly are no longer with us. Remember those Whixley Pantomime special moments: Wendy flying down from 
the balcony to the stage, Doreen singing Over the Rainbow, the giant Spider, Jinx the dog playing a rabbit. So sit back and enjoy the show and if you’ve seen every one you 
deserve a medal! And a huge thank you to one and all!



Panto Review by Damien Poole

I have never, EVER, belly laughed as much as I did last night. I went for the first time to see the Whixley community Pantomime, and 
after almost a year of being pre warned by the village (and the cast!) that it’s not the ‘slickest’ Panto we’d ever see, our expectations 
were suitably placed.

They were absolutely right. Lines were missed, costume falling off, set knocked into! Yet it was without a doubt the most charming, 
fun, hilarious, wonderful piece of theatre. It was the epitome of why theatre was made. 

Whixley Pantomime was created for the community, it is accessible to literally anyone local who wants to be in it, and that is why the 
audience adored it, the cast had us round their little finger with bad jokes, brilliant costumes (Gus Gus was my favourite!) and joyful 
humour, as well as sing a longs and dance breaks. 

Report
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Damien shares his thoughts of his first Whixley Panto

I was incredibly proud of my own ‘Whixley Tappers’ who hadn’t tapped a step up until a few months ago, yet the Director trusted us to be a part of the production, they sparkled (literally in 
their costumes!) but the sparkle in their eyes of excitement and magic and happiness is why i want to be a part of this production in years to come. It is special in many ways. 

It comes to no surprise (these days!) that poor Cinderella took ill on our evening, and like an absolute pro, we are told the director will be jumping into the glass slippers in one swoop, then acts 
like she’s been playing the role the whole time, despite some costume mishap, which only adds to her charm!

Buttons was terrific, (Whixley’s very own Billy Pearce) and with a side kick like Gus how could they not win the hearts of the audience?
Some favourite moments are of course two grown men in huge mice heads, pulling at each others tails, a terrific carriage and horse, a wonderful fairy godmother reveal, choking on a bread roll, 
a suitably villainous step mother and two of the ugliest ugly sisters the audience has ever seen. 

I’ve seen many a panto over the years, I’ve been in half a dozen myself and had the pleasure (or not!) of working with many a celebrity, working with obscene budgets in theatres like the 
Alhambra and such, none of them touched the hearts of the audience like this one did. 

The buzz at the end of the night was magical, and the the applause was long, because this very non slick panto was created by our own friends, our family and our neighbours, the cast, the 
creative team, the costume makers, the backstage crew, the band, the bar staff, all coming together to make something that belonged to the whole community, and we were proud. 

Congratulations to all.
(Click on the picture to see a short video clip of the finale)

Click 
Here

https://whixley.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Panto-Vid.mp4


In Other News…..
News
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Click HERE to see a short 
video of Freddie describing 

his triumph

Next Lunch Club, February 7th. For more information, and to book for future lunches, contact 
Dee Wright on 01423 330639 or 07771 916379

Film Night March 18th, The Whixley Film Night will return in March and the film choice will be 
announced shortly.  All suggestions welcome. Email mike@whixleyvillagehall.org with any input 
and if you’d like to come.  Free entry but donations welcome. 

The next Neighbours Night will be on February 24th - meeting at around 6.45 for drinks and a 
chat followed by a meal if you wish. The January gathering saw almost 30 villagers at The 
Anchor. Everyone seemed to be moving around talking to friends (within Government 
guidelines of course). It was a great night out and a chance to meet other villagers for a drink 
and a meal. Contact Steve Wright at stevewright765@icloud.com. 

On April 22nd we will be running a Wine Tasting evening in the village hall, hosted by John 
Alderson. An evening appreciating and enjoying six very distinctive wines [with some nibbles] 
and some added fun. Save the Date

Congratulations to Freddie Royston from The Lime Tree Inn who is the 2021-22 Aspiring Student 
Chef national winner. 

https://twitter.com/i/status/1487083827973570569
mailto:mike@whixleyvillagehall.org
mailto:stevewright765@icloud.com


Whixley WI
The WI programme for the first half of 2022

Schedule
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Date Activity

January 4 Social Evening, Quiz

February 1 Regular meeting – “Travels in South Africa”

March 1 Shrove Tuesday – Pancake day from 5:30pm.  WI will organize 
another event. 

March 5, 12-2pm Jumble Sale – see poster on the right

April 5 Regular meeting - Deputy Chief Nurse – “Birds Eye View of COVID”

May 3 Regular meeting – Master Chocolatier with 20 years experience

June 7 Regular meeting – Air Ambulance.  Charity providing lifesaving rapid 
response emergency service

July 5 Open Garden – a delightful village garden for the WI to wander 
around

August 2 Regular meeting – President’s Choice

More interesting speakers to follow when they have confirmed



The Village Hall
Just some of our regular activities

5th March
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Did you know that our village hall hosts a whole variety of activities every week, as well as the special events throughout the year.  Here’s a list and some 
useful contact details:

When Activity Contact

Monday Pilates Suzanne Morrison, inspiredbalance2gether@gmail.com

Tap Dance Class Damien Poole, 07540 479506, damien@dpta.co.uk

Tuesday Yoga Jane Nicholson, 07495 579839, jane.whixleyyoga@gmail.com

Ballroom Dance Class Jackie Hinde, 07914 941268, jackie@dancenight.co.uk

Wednesday Soccerkidz Daniel Spence, 07988 374051, Harrogatesoccerschool@yahoo.com

Marston Moor Cubs Gareth Barker, 07585 217424, begarth.strider@gmail.com

Badminton Club Night Sally Chaplin, 07818 415094, sally.chap7@gmail.com

Thursday Playgroup Verity Bedford, 01423 203266, mitty88@hotmail.co.uk

Yoga Jane Nicholson, 07495 579839, jane.whixleyyoga@gmail.com

Friday Gauntlett Explorer Scouts Andrea Cayton, 07754 053972, gauntlettesu@gmail.com

Saturday Puppy and Dog Training Chrissy Beadle, 07944 996151, harrogatedogtraining@gmail.com

Plus, of course, regular meetings of the WI, the Parish Council, the Village Hall Committee and the Church groups.

mailto:inspiredbalance2gether@gmail.com
mailto:damien@dpta.co.uk
mailto:jane.whixleyyoga@gmail.com
mailto:jackie@dancenight.co.uk
mailto:Harrogatesoccerschool@yahoo.com
mailto:begarth.strider@gmail.com
mailto:sally.chap7@gmail.com
mailto:mitty88@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jane.whixleyyoga@gmail.com
mailto:gauntlettesu@gmail.com
mailto:harrogatedogtraining@gmail.com


LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLINK
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Village Communications

If you are into Facebook then there is a Facebook Group “Whixley Village” 
that you can sign up to and use to communicate village issues to other 
group members. Nearly 1,000 people have joined the group so far, and it's 
set up so that existing members can invite new members directly.
The Village Hall also has a Facebook Page “Whixley Village Hall” which you 
are invited to like, and a Twitter feed that you can follow.

The village also has a WhatsApp Group, “Whixley!”. This group has proved 
a useful tool over the last year as a more immediate form of 
communication than website or Facebook posts. If you'd like to be 
included in the group you can follow this link.

And finally…..

Please also feel free to pass on a copy of this newsletter to anyone 
interested in events in Whixley, and they can use the link below to register 
on the village email list to receive regular updates about the village.

ON GOING
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Friends of the Village Hall

The village hall has a committee of 10 at the 
moment, 8 of whom are trustees of the 
registered charity that looks after the hall. 

We are always on the lookout for new people 
to get involved, but we appreciate that joining 
the committee is too large a commitment for 
many people to contemplate.  That’s why we 
have a “Friends” list – people who are 
prepared to lend a hand from time to time, 
but don’t want to be on the committee or take 
on an ongoing commitment.

If you would like to offer your time and 
expertise on an occasional basis, please get in 
touch.  Just email ian@whixleyvillagehall.org.  

https://whixley.org/join-email/
https://whixley.org/join-email/
mailto:https://chat.whatsapp.com/Eb5b0O4F6yhCjmHWDV6Rnh
mailto:ian@whixleyvillagehall.org

