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This week we take the first steps along the road out of lockdown and as we head into Easter we 
can begin to enjoy our first freedoms from some restrictions and enjoy the company of friends and 
family in a garden or on a walk for the first time for many months. We all need the fillip to our 
mental and physical health that fresh air and exercise in the great outdoors can bring. It has been a 
hard, dark winter and the brighter, lighter, longer days of spring bring a real sense of hope as Covid 
infections fall to low rates not seen since last September and as the vaccination programme 
continues apace. 
 
We can begin to look forward to a summer of further easing of restrictions and to the opening up 
and revival of retail and hospitality, which contribute so much to our county and its visitor economy.  
 
North Yorkshire’s Covid infection rate is now consistently below the national and regional average 
and at levels last seen in mid-September; and only 14 out of 235 care homes and extra care 
schemes with one or more cases (in January we had up to 80). With schools re-opening 
successfully, another testing facility open in Malton and with home testing progressing rapidly and 
due to be expanded after Easter, we must reflect on the huge amount of work and cooperation and 
sacrifice this has entailed across the county.   

I want to thank each and every one of you for your help in getting us to the good place we are in 
now, as we take these first steps out of lockdown. This has been a massive effort by Team North 
Yorkshire: our 600,000 fellow residents, the County and District Councils, North Yorkshire Police, 
our NHS colleagues, volunteers, businesses and many others. 

However, it is crucial we now proceed with care and caution.   
 
As we approach Easter, I want to invoke the words of Aretha Franklin, because today is all about 
R-E-S-P-E-C-T: Respect. 
 
Respect for yourself, respect for others and respect for communities right across North Yorkshire. 
 
And that respect means us all being careful as we enjoy some newly-restored freedoms. 
 
So: 
 

• Make the most of fresh air and exercise – if you can, walk, cycle, run or simply sit outdoors; 
• Meet others outdoors, as long as you keep to the rule of six or two households. Strictly no 

mixing indoors; 
• Continue to work from home if you can; 
• Minimise travel wherever possible and avoid staying away from home overnight unless you 

are part of a support bubble; 
• Plan ahead – how far do you really need to travel? Have you got enough fuel in the car? 

Remember that public toilets and cafes are likely to be closed; 
 
Hands, face, space and fresh air – that’s what we all need to remember.  
 

Date: 31 March 2021 
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And when it comes to space, North Yorkshire has more space than any other part of England. In 
order to make the best use of it, it’s probably a good idea to plan ahead and explore some of the 
less visited, quieter but equally beautiful places our wonderful county has to offer. We are blessed 
with two National Parks and they are ready to welcome all our visitors and have plenty of 
information and guidance on their websites about great places to visit that are less well known so 
people can discover the quiet places and avoid the crowded ones.  
https://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/ 
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/  
    
Many of our neighbouring authorities in other parts of Yorkshire, in Durham and on Teesside, all 
have great places to visit also. So if you live there, there are still plenty of places to visit on the 
doorstep.   
 
Wherever we visit for well-earned outdoor recreation, we must remember to treat other people’s 
communities as we would wish our own community to be treated. It’s all about RESPECT. Litter is 
the scourge of the countryside, so people need to bin it or take their litter back home with them 
when out and about. Many families during lockdown have acquired a dog for company but with the 
lambing season upon us and the presence of ground-nesting birds across the countryside, people 
need to remember as they venture forth, to keep their dog on a lead. It’s all about taking 
responsibility for the wellbeing of our great county, for its people, its landscape and all its creatures. 
 
And while we enjoy some new-found freedom we can also take comfort from the enormously 
impressive vaccination roll-out and the fact that 410,000 people across North Yorkshire and York 
have now had their first vaccine and 48,000 have now had a second dose. There is a vaccine for 
everyone and the county is on course to meet all of the Government’s vaccination targets, so that 
by July all adults over 18 will have had their Covid jab.   
 
The vaccination take-up so far in North Yorkshire has been impressive at 88.5 per cent. However, 
47,000 are still to take up their vaccine offer and so we would ask friends, neighbours and family to 
encourage each and every one of them to get vaccinated soon as possible. The NHS is also 
working with us to improve further the take-up among care staff, to support the county’s homeless 
to get vaccinated, to improve take-up among our Eastern European and traveller communities and 
to help those where travel costs are a barrier to getting the vaccine.   
 
It is only by pressing on with the vaccination programme and sticking to the roadmap regulations, 
that we have a chance of getting ahead of this deadly virus. We have sacrificed too much over the 
past year to fall down at these last hurdles. 
 
So let’s look forward and especially to the opening up on 12 April of retail and hospitality and to that 
first pint or glass of wine in a pub garden or a coffee or a meal at a pavement café with friends and 
family. Carolyn Frank, North Yorkshire’s development manager for the Federation of Small 
Business, painted a vivid picture at our North Yorkshire Local Resilience Forum press conference 
today of the very tough time the past year has been for our small businesses in retail and 
hospitality and the toll on traders’ mental health. She also spoke of the ingenuity and courage of 
our business community and the many adventurous independent start-ups that have found new 
ways of attracting customers. With the staycation market expected to have a boom summer, she 
feels many of the county’s businesses are in a good position to make the most of new 
opportunities. So let’s go out and support them as much as we can.   
 
We will soon be celebrating the first anniversary of our Buy Local campaign and website 
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/buy-local that has given a platform to North Yorkshire’s fantastic 
independent traders during the course of the pandemic. Long may it continue. We have many 
exciting developments to look forward to. 
 
Enjoy the days.  Keep safe. 
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NYCC’s website has a dedicated area for all the latest news, see link below:  

• Covid-19 related news: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-and-information  

Follow us on social media: @northyorkscc on Facebook and Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram. 
 

 

North Yorkshire Coronavirus Data  

At 28 March, there have been 29,195 positive tests since 3 March 2020, with 527 new cases 
reported in the past two weeks. The weekly rolling average of new cases is 37 cases per day, 
allowing for incomplete data in the most recent days. The seven-day rate for North Yorkshire is 
43.7 per 100,000 people, which remains below the England seven-day rate. Work continues to 
ensure effective monitoring of all areas, with support for incidents being provided across a range of 
settings, which are reviewed daily.  

Further information on North Yorkshire data provided at county, district and local area level can be 
found here: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/coronavirus-data. 

Coronavirus Update 
 
Workplaces can now order free rapid lateral flow tests to test your employees twice a week in the 
workplace using this link. 
 
If you have 10 or more employees, from early April you’ll be able to order tests for your employees 
to collect from their workplace and use at home twice a week. You can do this if you cannot provide 
testing in the workplace. 
 
You must register by 11:59pm on 12 April 2021. If your business is closed or you cannot provide 
tests now, you should still register so you can order tests in the future. 
 
You can register to order tests if: 

• your business is registered in England 
• your employees cannot work from home 

 
Your employees can also find out if they can get a rapid lateral flow test from a local test site 
instead. 
 
Please note that you should not use this service if you or your employees have symptoms. Anyone 
with symptoms should order a PCR test and stay at home. 
 
29 March: What’s changed? 

From 29 March, we entered step 1b of the Government’s roadmap out of lockdown. Some of the 
rules on what you can and cannot do changed on 29 March. However, many restrictions remain in 
place. You must not socialise indoors with anyone you do not live with or have formed a support 
bubble with. You should continue to work from home if you can and minimise the number of 
journeys you make where possible. You should get a test and follow the stay at home guidance if 
you have COVID-19 symptoms. 
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You can read the ‘COVID-19 Response - spring 2021 (roadmap)’ for more information on the 
roadmap out of lockdown in England. It is underpinned by law. 

From 29 March: 

• you can meet outdoors either in a group of six (from any number of households), or in a group of 
any size from up to two households (a household can include an existing support bubble, if 
eligible) 

• you can take part in formally organised outdoor sports with any number of people (outdoor 
sports venues and facilities will be able to reopen) 

• childcare and supervised activities are allowed outdoors for all children 
• formally organised parent and child groups can take place outdoors for up to 15 attendees. 

Children under five will not be counted in this number 
 
Keeping yourself and others safe 
As we begin to lift lockdown, it is more important than ever that we continue to follow the guidance 
to keep ourselves and those around us safe: 

• Keep two metres apart from people not in your household or bubble. 
• Clean your hands carefully and regularly and especially when you enter your home, or after 

you have used public transport, or touched any surface that may have been touched by 
others. 

• Wear a clean face covering whenever you are in a crowded space and in public indoor 
spaces including shops, places of worship and on public transport (unless you are exempt). 

• Self-isolate and get tested if you develop any of the symptoms of Covid-19 (a high 
temperature, a new continuous cough, a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste), 
even if your symptoms are mild. 

• Self-isolate if someone in your household or bubble develops symptoms or tests positive for 
Covid-19, or if you are asked to self-isolate because you have been in close contact with 
someone who has tested positive. 

• If you have been vaccinated against Covid-19, you may still be able to spread Covid-19 to 
others so you still need to follow this guidance. 

 

 
There are two types of tests available at testing sites: 

• tests for people with symptoms 
• tests if you live or work with a nursery/school/college student 

Find more information and the latest dates and locations at www.northyorks.gov.uk/testing  

Tests for people with symptoms 

Testing sites in North Yorkshire, as elsewhere in England, are operated and managed by the 
Department of Health and Social Care and private contractors employed by them. We try to help 
the department by promoting the mobile testing site locations and hosting information on how 
people with symptoms can book a test via the national government portal. We do not manage the 
national booking system or laboratory testing process. 

Before you attend, you must book a test. Tests can be booked from 8pm the night before.  
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All permanent sites, except the new Malton site, are open every day for testing between 8am and 
1:30pm: 

• Harrogate - Dragon Road Car Park, Dragon Road, Harrogate, HG1 5DB 
• Scarborough - William Street Car Park, Scarborough. YO12 7PL 
• Northallerton – The Forum, Bullamore Road, Northallerton, DL6 1LP 
• Selby – Portholme Crescent Car Park, Selby, YO8 4YR 
• Skipton - Cavendish Street Car Park, Skipton, BD23 1RP 

From Friday 2 April, the new permanent site at Malton is open 8am to 8pm every day: 

• Malton - Wentworth Street Car Park, Wentworth Street, Malton, YO17 7JR 

Mobile sites are open for testing from 9am to 3pm on the following days: 

• Thursday 1 April - Whitby - Whitby Marina Car Park, Langbourne Road, Whitby, YO21 
1YW 

• Thursday 1 April - Leyburn - Harmby Road, Car Park, Leyburn, DL8 5EE 
• Friday 2 April - Sherburn in Elmet - Pasture Way Carpark, Sherburn in Elmet, LS25 6LY 
• Friday 2 April - Stokesley - Stokesley Sports Club, Broughton Road, Stokesley, 

Middlesbrough, TS9 5JG 
• Friday 2 April - Richmond - Round Howe Car Park, Reeth Road, Richmond, DL10 4TL 
• Saturday 3 April - Selby - South Entrance, DRAX Power Station, New Road, Selby, YO8 

8PH 
• Saturday 3 April - Settle - Greenfoot Car Park, Settle, BD24 9RW 
• Saturday 3 April - Filey - Filey Country park, Church Cliff Drive, Filey, YO14 9ET 
• Saturday 3 April - Thornton Le Dale - North York Moors National Park Authority car park, 

No.5. Chestnut Avenue, Thornton Le Dale, Pickering, YO18 7RR 
• Sunday 4 April - Scarborough - Scarborough Park and Ride, Seamer Road, Scarborough, 

YO12 4LW 
• Sunday 4 April - Richmond - Round Howe Car Park, Reeth Road, Richmond, DL10 4TL 
• Sunday 4 April - Thirsk - Millgate Car Park, Marage Road, Thirsk, YO7 1PE 

Tests if you live or work with a nursery/school/college student 

If you live, work or are in a support bubble with nursery, primary or secondary school pupils or 
college students you should carry out lateral flow device tests at home twice a week. Tests can be 
collected from locations across North Yorkshire. 

Testing kits can be collected every day between 2:30pm and 8pm from the following permanent 
testing sites: 

• Harrogate - Dragon Road Car Park, Dragon Road, Harrogate, HG1 5DB 
• Scarborough - William Street Car Park, Scarborough. YO12 7PL 
• Northallerton – The Forum, Bullamore Road, Northallerton, DL6 1LP 
• Selby – Portholme Crescent Car Park, Selby, YO8 4YR 
• Skipton - Cavendish Street Car Park, Skipton, BD23 1RP 

Testing kits can also be collected between 9am and 3pm from our mobile distribution unit which will 
be at the following locations in the coming days: 

• Thursday 1 April - Settle - Greenfoot Car Park, Settle, BD24 9RW 
• Friday 2 April - Reeth - Reeth Green, B6270, Reeth, Richmond DL11 6SY 
• Saturday 3 April - Grassington - Hebden Rd, Grassington, Skipton, BD23 5LB 
• Sunday 4 April - Whitby - Whitby Park and Ride, Whitby, YO21 1TL 
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We’d like to thank families and businesses in Catterick Garrison for generously donating more than 
400 Easter eggs to children and young people in the county who receive welfare support from the 
council.   
 
The 1st Battalion, the Yorkshire Regiment in Catterick Garrison delivered the eggs to County Hall 
and we have now distributed them to children and young people who receive welfare support from 
our Children’s Services.  
 
Capt Lofty Simpson-Worboys, from the battalion’s unit welfare office which co-ordinated the 
collection, said: “With the support of our military families and two local shops within the Garrison – 
Aldi and Poundland – we were able to collect more than 400 chocolate eggs and other 
confectionary.  
 
“To our delight this means every child needing support from the local authority in North Yorkshire 
will receive a treat on Easter Sunday. 
 
“As the local family regiment we are always keen to support our community where we can, meeting 
new groups and individuals across the county opens up new relationships and opportunities for 
everyone in the future.” 

Families on low incomes, or who are struggling due to the pandemic, will now have received 
supermarket vouchers worth £15 per child, per week, plus an additional one-off voucher of up to 
£20 to help meet the increased cost of food and other household bills for families during the school 
holidays.  

Children in receipt of free school meals have also received FEAST holiday activity packs this 
Easter holiday. FEAST is a partnership between the County Council, working with North Yorkshire 
Sport, North Yorkshire Youth and Rural Arts, working as North Yorkshire Together.  

The FEAST packs are funded from the Department for Education’s Holiday Activities and Food 
programme in response to the increased pressure school holidays can bring to many families due 
to the increased cost of food and childcare.   

The packs contain ideas and resources for physical activities, materials for creative projects and an 
activity booklet, which includes recipes for affordable, healthy meals which families can make 
together and ideas for arts activities.  

Max May, Director and CEO at Rural Arts, based in Thirsk, said: “We’re thrilled to continue our 
work with North Yorkshire County Council and North Yorkshire Together partners on FEAST.  

“Creativity is an important part of young people’s development, and access to it is a fundamental 
human right. We’re glad to be part of a team making sure that over 11,000 young people across 
North Yorkshire receive free creative resources to support and engage them over the Easter break. 
We’re also thrilled to provide free access to our extensive range of online creative workshops on 
our North Yorkshire Together website.” 

All children and families can access the activities online, along with Rural Arts’ online creative 
workshops at www.northyorkshiretogether.co.uk/feast, 

 
Team North Yorkshire volunteers will be on standby to offer their help over the bank holiday 
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weekend, while many of the community support organisations take a well-earned break. Our 
customer service centre will continue to take calls as part of our ongoing Covid response. 

One year on since the start of the first lockdown, community support organisations have been 
reflecting on the last 12 months. 

Helen Flynn, Executive Director at Nidderdale Plus, said: “It was odd at the time, when they were 
talking about France going into lockdown and Spain going into lockdown. But really quickly we 
were in a lockdown as well. You forget now because all the supermarkets have upped their game. 
But at the time it was just impossible to get an online delivery. I remember going to try and book a 
slot for someone and I was 14,000 and something in the queue. 

“The feeling we had was that we just had to act really, really quickly to get our arms around our 
communities. It was really helpful that North Yorkshire County Council appointed us as a 
community support organisation, because that gave us the ability to properly resource our Covid 
effort right at the beginning.” 

During the first lockdown, the Nidderdale CSO had around 450 volunteers helping people in what is 
a highly rural area. 

Helen added: “I feel that we’ve learned so much about our communities. It will definitely stand us in 
good stead going forward. 

“What I’m most proud of is how the team have really stepped up. The suite of skills we’ve 
developed in the process has just been amazing. The way the staff and volunteers have been so 
ready to respond to the challenge and just got on with it has been remarkable.” 

Although shielding ends tomorrow, many people who are clinically extremely vulnerable may still 
need help with shopping and other essentials. Our support will continue despite the lifting of some 
restrictions, whether that’s helping people who have been shielding or supporting anyone who is 
asked to self-isolate after testing positive for Covid-19 or being contacted by NHS Test and Trace. 

North Yorkshire residents without local support networks who need help with shopping and other 
essentials, or anyone concerned about the welfare of someone else, can contact North Yorkshire 
County Council’s customer service centre on 01609 780780 seven days a week 8am to 5.30pm. 
People can also complete an online form to let us know what help they need at 
www.northyorks.gov.uk/covidhelp. 

To find local businesses offering food deliveries and takeaways, go to the Buy Local directory at 
www.northyorks.gov.uk/buy-local. People can also find details of other local voluntary and 
community groups offering support at www.northyorkshireconnect.org.uk. 

Find advice on how to help others safely and information about volunteering with a local 
organisation in your community at www.northyorks.gov.uk/helpingduringcovid 

 
LEP News: Programme expands to offer free rapid home testing 

Home testing is now available for businesses with more than 10 employees who cannot offer on-
site testing. The deadline to register interest (for free offer) has also been extended from 31 March 
to 12 April. A tweet about this can be found here, and an Instagram post is here. 
To find out more and register click here 

Department for International Trade (DIT) Internationalisation Fund 

SMEs across York and North Yorkshire that are looking to expand into new international markets 
can now apply for up to £9,000 of matched funding from the new Department for International 
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Trade (DIT) Internationalisation Fund. 
 
The funding is available to support businesses with market research, IP advice, translation 
services, international social media/SEO, trade fairs, independent market visits, consultancy and 
other international commercial services. 
 
Head to our website to find out more and for details of how to apply: 
https://www.ynygrowthhub.com/how-we-can-help/import-export/ 

Free Mental Health Service 

The Vale of York CCG has commissioned Qwell (www.qwell.io), a free, 
safe and anonymous mental health and wellbeing service for adults. There are no waiting lists, no 
referrals and no thresholds are required to access the service.  

They are also hosting an ‘Introduction to QWELL’ session for professionals to get a greater 
understanding of the support available on Thursday, 1 April, 4pm to 5pm.  

If you would like to register, please follow the link here.  

The Redundancy Support Service for Apprentices 

The Redundancy Support Service for Apprentices (ReSSA), launched by the Department for 
Education, provides clear, accessible advice and guidance to apprentices following redundancy, 
while supporting their next steps. It will help redundant apprentices to identify new apprenticeship 
and employment opportunities, and, where they are eligible, complete their current apprenticeship. 

The Department for Education are asking if you would be able to support redundant apprentices by 
sharing details of any apprenticeship vacancies you have. 

If you would like to recruit a redundant apprentice or offer new apprenticeship opportunities, please 
visit Hiring an apprentice who has been made redundant  

If you are aware of any apprentices who have been made redundant please encourage them to 
visit Facing redundancy during your apprenticeship 

 


