
Whixley Parish Council Response to the New Settlement Proposal 19 January 
2021 
 
1 	Question One: Do you agree with the vision and strategic themes for the 
New Settlement? 
 
This was the vision and strategy prior to the onset of the current pandemic – Whixley 
Parish Council would like to know what steps Harrogate Borough Council is taking to 
tackle the economic and social impact the pandemic is having on the area and 
whether using valuable agricultural land is now appropriate when the so many 
buildings are now empty in the centre of Harrogate and other market towns in the 
region. 
 
Whixley Parish Council is pleased to see that Harrogate Borough Council has 
adopted a motion to do all it can to alleviate climate change 
https://www.harrogate.gov.uk/environment/carbon-reduction-strategy 
This Parish Council questions how creating  a new town in a a rural area can support 
such a policy, it will create additional vehicle journeys, and destroy agricultural land. 
 
So, no, we do not agree with the vision and strategy as this was made prior to the 
pandemic and should be urgently reassessed in the light of this. 
 
That said and if this policy is pursued then Whixley Parish Council wishes to see a 
well designed new settlement, with a good mix of  carbon neutral housing providing a 
sustainable lifestyle for all ages with jobs, schools, shops, health and sports facilities 
all on site to reduce the need for commuting and travel, and offering additional 
services for nearby villages to benefit from. 
Policies should be made to ensure that the surrounding settlements do not suffer 
during the construction process of a new settlement; in particular Whixley Gate and 
the houses around Cattal station and Providence Green/Princes Corner which must 
be given adequate protection – this protection must take place before construction 
starts.  We would expect landscaping and tree planting and site/sound screening,  
carefully designed road design with roundabouts provided to replace the junctions at 
Princes Corner, the Whixley crossroad (Rudgate/A59) and junction of the 
Boroughbridge Road and A59 at Green Hammerton. 
 
This road design must incorporate measures to prevent Whixley becoming a ‘rat 
run’, and similar measures must be in place to protect, Cattal, and Kirk Hammerton.  
The tiny village lanes are already badly damaged by current use and cannot cope 
with further traffic.   
 
One option needs a new rail bridge – what is the true cost of this and again – who 
will pay for this? 
 
Proper parking facilities must be provided at Cattal station before the 
commencement of any construction. 
 
Bridges or underpasses must be provided to give safe access for 
pedestrians/cyclists from Whixley to reach the station at Cattal.   
 



The costs for this infrastructure must be calculated prior to approval of any planning 
application, responsibility for paying for the infrastructure must be decided and this 
should be included in any planning permission given. 
 
Assurance regarding the train services must also be given – this question is even 
more important in our changed pandemic hit economy and the damage that has 
been done to our rail network over the past year. 
 
 
Question Two: Do you agree with the emerging preferred option? 
 
Whatever option is chosen will have advantages and disadvantages, we must 
emphasise the need for transparency with regard to the true cost of the needed 
infrastructure for whichever site is chosen and for guarantees that there are finances 
in place to pay for all the infrastructure that is needed for whichever site is chosen. 
 
A final decision should not take place until this work has been completed and the 
real costs are known for each option. 
 
With regard to flooding/landscape impact – again policies must be drawn up to 
ensure that this is well thought through and landscaping established before 
construction starts to mitigate the effect on neighbouring settlements.   
 
Likewise flood protection must also be in place and considered carefully, especially 
the effect construction will have on Kirk Hammerton which lies below the proposed 
sites and already has flooding problems from the beck which runs through the 
village. 
 
Question Three: What specific policies or requirements are needed for the New 
Settlement? 
 
Whixley Parish Council requires. as we have stated above, that  no construction 
should commence without the road/rail infrastructure and protection for Whixley Gate 
being in place.   
Regarding schools – provision only appears to be for a primary school (possibly 2?) 
– again proper figures should be provided, we believe there could well be the need 
for a secondary school (especially in the light of the current building development 
taking place in Boroughbridge and Knaresborough).  Again we want to see some 
accurate and up to date figures for the likely numbers of children and also the costs 
for providing new schools and clarification regarding who is going to pay for these 
provisions. 
 
Providing a bespoke Health Centre and supermarket to serve the area would be a 
bonus as would the possibilities of new local employment. 
 
Clearly the design of the new settlement must be attractive and use the most up to 
date designs to offer carbon neutral living with real provision for cyclists and 
pedestrians. 
 
 



 
 
 
	
	


