
Minutes Whixley Village Hall Management Committee Zoom Meeting 

Tuesday 19th May 2020 

 

Welcome: Chris welcomed all those present to the Village Hall’s first Zoom Committee meeting. He also 

congratulated Verity on the birth of her second son, Ernest Fenton Bedford.  

Chris stated he felt Ian was best placed to manage the meeting, ensuring that all were able to 

express their views. 

Present: C. Roberts, I McNeil, C Beckett, G Bland, C Bland, K Haines, L Farnworth, D Fraser, G Lloyd, C 

Sharpe. 

Apologies: Verity Bedford 

Chairman’s remarks: Chris reminded colleagues that the purpose of the meeting was to resolve the 

three key issues identified on the agenda, namely: 

a. Are we prepared to spend around £20,000 at this time? 

b. Can we agree the most appropriate dishwasher for the Village Hall kitchen?  

c. Can we agree the specification and kitchen supplier? 

Beginning with the question, “Are we prepared to spend around £20,000 at this time?” All 

committee members gave their views ranging from the present financial position, risks to future revenue, 

possible long term closure, cleaning costs and likely health and safety issues.  

CR requested that the 5 trustees, namely CR, CB, I McN, KH and GB vote on this issue. Agreed 

unanimously, with a budget set of £20,000 for a kitchen installation with appropriate floor covering. The 

work to be project managed by Kevin Haines. 

Moving on to the appropriate dishwasher. Following discussion of the “Pass through” and “Under 

Counter” dishwashers, voting was unanimous that an under counter commercial dishwasher was 

the more appropriate. CB emphasized the need for a deep commercial style sink with an appropriate spay 

tap to compliment the dishwasher. 



Chris made clear, he was hoping to change the present working culture with regard to use of the kitchen’s 

dishwasher. He felt using a dishwasher was far more hygienic than hand washing and that this should be 

encouraged and become the norm. He hoped all users of the hall would make full use of the dishwasher. 

With regard to the kitchen specification and supplier. 

Chris introduced the kitchen plan and identified the principles underlying its layout and evolution. The plan 

had to be fit for purpose and provide a safe working environment with an emphasis on hygiene. This was 

probably our “once in a lifetime” opportunity to improve the kitchen. 

Following much discussion the committee considered two options: Option One with low level ovens and 

Option Two with eye level ovens. 

Ian asked all committee member to vote on their preferred option.  

With the Chairman abstaining from the vote, the vote was 7 to 2 in favour of Option One.  DF further 

adding that he was also happy to support Option One. 

Agreed: Option One with two low level ovens below the electric hobs. 

With regard to the Kitchen supplier. Kevin Haines outlined his poor experiences with Ripon Interiors and 

felt he could not recommend going ahead with them. Chris stated that Knaresborough Kitchens had 

embraced the design brief for a hybrid kitchen, neither fully commercial nor domestic but “fit for purpose” 

to the needs of the Village Hall. Chris recommended that we go ahead with Knaresborough Kitchens 

and this was unanimously agreed. The installation to proceed whilst the Village Hall is presently 

closed. 

Vice Chairman’s report: Ian informed the group of some difficulties experienced by those using the on-

line paying facility. He is working hard to resolve this. The “History of Whixley” book by Will Newton will be 

available for purchase online from 1st June. 

Treasurer’s report:  Kevin reported our finances as follows: 

PayPal   £625.52 

Current Account £37,512.39  

Cash Float  £414.85 



Total Balance  £38,552.76  

 

 

Secretary’s report:  Please see attached 

Facility Manager’s report:  

LF requested that piles of mown grass be removed from the football field. 

CB requested that goal nets be attached to the football goals 

Update on sales of face masks: 

Ian confirmed that 110 masks had been sold. It had already been agreed this was a “not for profit” 

sale. 

Date of next meeting: CR asked Ian to set up a Zoom meeting on Tuesday 9th June at 7:30pm   

 


