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Village Hall Committee Extraordinary Meeting Minutes 
Held: 25th August 2020, 7:30pm 

Whixley Village Hall 
 
 
Present:  Chris Roberts, Kevin Haines, Ian McNeill, Carl Bland, Gillian Bland, Jill 

Watkins-Wright, Gloria Lloyd  
Apologies:  Claire Sharpe, Lynsey Farnworth, Verity Bedford 
 
It was noted that the meeting observed social distancing rules and protocol as established 
for the hall. 
 
The meeting was called to discuss the situation that has arisen between the Village Hall 
committee and the WI over the changes in the bookings.  
 
KH first provided the background that caused the letter to be sent to the committee by the 
WI.  
 
KH was contacted by the dance class organiser who wished to move to a Tuesday. KH said 
that there was a conflict with the WI wishes. The dance class organiser said they were 
prepared to be flexible and he had then held a discussion with Joan Dobson (JD) to work 
around the issue, but KH believed that JD did not wish to listen to the explanation. KH said 
that if the WI wanted to use the main hall they would have to book it. JD from the WI inferred 
that the Management Committee were not supporting the WI but KH said that was not the 
case. Since this dialogue an email dialogue was started by JD emailing her perceived 
complaint to all WI members citing the VH Management committee as unwilling to cater to 
the needs of the WI, and this has since escalated which has damaged relations.  
 
IM said that he, and other members of the VH committee some of whom were named in the 
JD email (KH and CR) were deeply upset not only by the allegations, but also by the fact that 
the complaint had been made public by a copied email which in turn elicited many 
responses, also widely circulated. Despite the actions of the WI he counselled a conciliatory 
response where we as a committee should make every effort to get the WI to see our point 
of view over the bookings process. 
 
It was noted that the WI may have breached GDPR protocol by copying an email to its 
members with all addresses visible to recipients.  
 
KH was of the opinion that the committee should spend some time improving relations with 
the WI.  
 
JWW was of the opinion that the sentiment against the VH Committee started with the 
dispute over the hatch.  
 
CR apologised for his email response of 22 August which was despatched in haste following 
a threat of resignation by one of the enraged committee members.  
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GB said that a meeting is needed with the WI and JWW said that at least one of the VH 
representatives should be a woman. 
 
CB said a few words of support of all of the Village Hall committee members. He also said 
that there was a good explanation for there being no hatch which should have been 
accepted.  
 
It was felt that the VH should do a presentation of the VH activities to the WI so that they 
may better understand the current issues facing the committee in managing and improving 
the aging building. 
 
CR said that he would encourage the WI to have a representative member on the VH 
committee, but any such members, when they are in a VH meeting, must act in the best 
interests of the VH, not the organisation to which they may belong.  
 
JWW and KH agreed to hold the meeting with WI. Hopefully arranged for Wednesday 
evening, August 26th.  
 
CR reiterated his view that the WI were at fault in this issue and he wanted them to 
apologise to the VH committee rather than the other way round. IM said that we must 
approach the proposed meeting with the WI with an open mind, recognising that different 
people see matters from a different point of view, and despite the feeling of injustice at what 
has transpired we must use best efforts to repair relations. CR accepts the decision of the 
committee.  
 
GL said that she is considering resigning from the VH committee and should she decide to 
remain she would not like to be the minute-taker in the future. CR said that GL is a valued 
committee member and that he would very much like her to remain as a member of the 
committee. 
 
IM said that the August newsletter was due to be published on Monday 31st and asked that 
KH provide some photos of the kitchen to go with some words for the newsletter crafted by 
CR. Both agreed to provide what was needed by the end of the week. 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9:00pm. 
 
 
 


