
  

  

  

 

I trust that the August issue of the Whixley Newsletter finds you safe and well 
and enjoying the new freedoms that the easing of lockdown has made possible, 
while acting sensibly and staying safe. At least we have been able to meet up in 
a limited way with friends and family.   

I hope you find the newsletter articles of interest and please keep an eye on 
the village website and notice boards for further news. 

 

An Update from the Parish Council 
Dear All 

Autumn is on its way and the children are at last returning to school,  COVID-19 
is still lurking and although we are starting to return to some ‘normality’ there are 
still restrictions in place and we all need to take care. 

Harrogate Borough Council have informed the Parish Council that the New 
Settlement DPD consultation will begin in mid October with every household 
receiving a leaflet, HBC say  

“It is proposed that the summary leaflet is largely visual, briefly telling the "story 
so far" along with diagrams of the options considered and emerging preferred 
option. It will include next steps, timescales and where and how the community 
can get involved.” 

Your Parish Council will be taking part in the DPD and we hope Whixley residents 
will also involve themselves in the consultation process. Details will be in the 
leaflet. 



  

 

Litter Pick 

 
Whixley is joining in the Great British September Clean over the weekend 
of Saturday 12 September and Sunday 13 September.  Thank you to those 
who have already volunteered to help, including our local Gauntlett Explorer 
Scout group. 

If you’d like to help please contact me so that I can loan you the litter picking 
equipment and allocate an area.  

Clare Beckett  
Chairman Whixley Parish Council 
beckettwhixley@btopenworld.com or 01423 330746 

 

At last, the new Village Hall Kitchen is completed 
This epic saga began in 2016 with early discussions and consultations, together 
with designs and quotes from Commercial Kitchen installers. The rollercoaster 
of disappointment from an unsuccessful funding bid, delight from later 
successful bids and frustration from delays in installation, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, is now finally over. 

Throughout this time the kitchen design has evolved but it remains true to the 
fundamental principles established with the original layout, namely: a linear flow 
from “dirties” in through a spray and wash facility, to storage; and with a 
hygienic food preparation area to point of distribution. 



  

 

We hope the first thing you will notice in the 
new kitchen is the step change in hygiene 
standards.  In line with commercial advice and 
FSA quality standards, the work tops and 
splash backs are all continuous easy clean 
wipe down surfaces.  The kitchen has a 
dedicated “dirties” spray wash basin, a 
dedicated hand wash basin and a separate 
food preparation sink.  

Ample storage is provided by a large cupboard and additional wall and under 
counter cupboards and drawers. 

The kitchen appliances include a commercial dishwasher capable of washing 
360 plates per hour, or 20 racks of cups, saucers and cutlery per hour.  In 
addition there are two under counter larder fridges, two large ovens, two inset 
ceramic hobs and a large cooker hood.  The kitchen is equipped with a micro 
wave and a 5 litre automatic Ecoboiler. 

The original large marble work top has been removed, repaired, cleaned and 
polished and now replaced looks resplendent “front of house” with adequate 
space for a trolley to be moved in and out of the area. 

Prior to installation, the floor was levelled and a Polysafe hygienic floor covering 
fitted. Similarly the old electrical wiring was removed, a new ring main fitted and 
brighter lighting installed.  The whole kitchen has been redecorated. All that 
now remains is to restock the kitchen with utensils, cutlery and crockery and 
one further appliance as the old warming cabinet failed its PAT safety tests. 

We now look forward to the time when events can restart in the Hall to make full 
use of the new facilities. 
 
See this post on the website for more pictures. 

 

             

 



  

 

New Lottery Season about to start 
The village lottery has run successfully for the 
last two years. The Lottery runs for the 10 
months, October to July each year, and tickets 
cost £2 per month for each of the 10 months, 
payable in advance. The lottery has been an 
important contributor to the Village Hall 
fundraising efforts over the past year and in 
these difficult times where events in person are limited, it remains so.  

For the coming year lottery tickets will be sold online via the website shop. Visit 
the shop (www.whixley.org/shop) and select “Lottery ticket” if you wish to 
purchase. Select the ticket type (Random or Chosen) and the number of tickets 
you’d like (£20 each for 10 draws). 

Full details of the ordering process, and how to select your numbers, are in the 
description when you visit the shop.  

 

 

Churchyard Logs 

If you have walked up the path beside the Church of 
the Ascension recently, you will have seen that the 
horse chestnut tree that sadly was in a dangerous 
condition having shed a very big branch last Spring, 
has been reduced to a stump. 
 
The wood has been cut up to manageable sizes. If 
you can make use of any of it then please do take 
some. 
 
A suitable donation to church funds will be very much appreciated by the PCC 
and can be made to me, Enid Fisher, Church Warden at Cherry Tree Cottage, 
High Street, Whixley 01423 331031 

 



  

 

Dog Napping! Beware 
Several pedigree dogs have been stolen from gardens in our area – 1 from 
Cattal that I personally know about, and the local Police are warning dog 
owners to be extra vigilant as they know theses criminals are ‘working’ this 
area. 

 
During Lockdown the ownership of/demand for dogs has massively escalated 
resulting in, for example, the price of a Cockerpoo puppy increasing from 
£1,500 to £3,000 plus, so you can see why this has great appeal to criminals. 
 
Will everybody please be aware of people acting suspiciously and any 
unfamiliar cars because this crime is targeted, not casual opportunism. 

 

WHIXLEY – Its Heritage and History  
Still some copies available via the website online shop. 
This is the book which has resulted from the Whixley 
Heritage Project carried out during 2019-20. 

"WHIXLEY - its Heritage and History” tells the story of the 
village and its people down the centuries; a fascinating 
social history of our village and its inhabitants from the 
Middle Ages, through the Victorian period, and into the 
20th century. Old photographs and stories associated 
with farming, education, local businesses, villagers’ occupations, the impact of 
the Parish Church, and the many recreational activities provide a colourful and 
captivating account of village life that has since been superceded by the 
industrial and technical revolutions of more recent years. 

For details of how to order please visit the website https://whixley.org/whixley-
its-heritage-and-history/ 



  

 

 

Whixley Village Communications 
If you are into Facebook then there is a Facebook 
Group that you can sign up to and use to 
communicate village issues to other group 
members. You can read about the group and why it 
could be useful and important by clicking the link 
above. Nearly 500 people have joined the group so 
far, and it's set up so that existing members can 
invite new members directly.  

The Village Hall also has a Facebook Page which you are invited to like, and 
a Twitter feed that you can follow.  

The village also has a WhatsApp 
Group, Whixley!. This group has proved a useful 
tool over the last few months as a more immediate 
form of communication than website or Facebook 
posts. If you'd like to be included in the group you 
can either search for it and ask to join, or email 
your request, including your mobile number, 
to webmaster@whixley.org 

And finally….. 
Please also feel free to pass on a copy of this newsletter to anyone interested in 
events in Whixley, and they can use the link below to register on the village 
email list to receive regular updates about the village. This newsletter is also 
available on the website at https://whixley.org/news-2/newsletters.  
 

  
  



  

 



  

 


