
  

  

 

Dear  
I trust that the July issue of the Whixley Newsletter 
finds you safe and well and enjoying the summer, 
albeit mainly at home or at least in the UK. After the 
glorious weather of April and May it's been a bit 
variable of late, but all the beautifully tended 
gardens of the village are now looking their best 
after the recent rainfall.  

I hope you find the newsletter articles of interest and please keep an eye on 
the village website and notice boards for further news. 

 

An Update from the Parish Council Chair 
Harvest has begun, hay has been made, summer fruit has been picked and there are 
blackberries ripening. 
 
So another month has passed and sadly life is still restricted by the threat of COVID-
19. We’re now getting used to wearing masks and continuing to social distance. We 
still have our WhatsApp support group so if you find yourself having to isolate just let 
me know and help will be given as needed. 
 
For the latest Government advice check out https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 
Our village is adapting and we held our Parish Council meeting on Zoom; it proved 
effective and we managed to cover a great deal. You can read the draft Minutes on 
the village website. 



 

 
The possibility of a new settlement in the vicinity of Green Hammerton/Cattal is still 
with us and Harrogate Council are planning further consultations this autumn, as 
soon as we know more we will let you know. 
 
The play area is open again and I know all the children are enjoying it. Many of us 
are still walking, running and cycling locally and venturing further afield.  Our local 
pubs have reopened and have taken great care and attention to make sure we all 
feel safe when we visit them.  I know we’re all supporting our local businesses and I 
hope this goes some way to help with the losses some have suffered over the past 
months. 
 
We’ll continue to use the village website to keep you informed of any changes and 
future events. 
 
I hope you will all continue to stay safe and make the most of the remaining summer 
months. 
 
All the best 
Clare Beckett  
Chair, Whixley Parish Council 

 

 

The playing fields are buzzing! 
What a delight to see so many little ones enjoying 
Soccer Kids on Tuesday mornings, and what a 
wonderful use of the Junior football pitch.  

With puppy dog training on Saturday mornings, 
with squeals of laughter from the recently re-
opened children’s playground and with the soon to hear “grunt and grind” of Box 
Hiit on Monday evenings and Boot Camp and Circuits on Thursday evenings 
the Village Hall’s playing fields are buzzing with activity! 



 

Unfortunately this is not true of the Village Hall. 

With the easing of lockdown restrictions, limited social gatherings are now 
becoming possible. The Village Hall Committee are looking at the best way in 
which to start to reopen the hall for internal gatherings, and in this respect we 
are taking advice from both central and local government, and from the local 
association of community buildings.  

Regular hirers of the Village Hall have been contacted to discuss possible 
options and we have already taken delivery of the necessary hand sanitisers. 

As soon as it is possible and safe the Village Hall Committee will announce the 
reopening schedule. However, for now the Village Hall remains closed. 

To learn more about the activities mentioned above please visit the Village Hall 
website www.whixleyvillagehall.org 

 

WHIXLEY – Its Heritage and History  



 

Still some copies available via the website online shop. This is the book which 
has resulted from the Whixley Heritage Project carried out during 2019-20. 

"WHIXLEY - its Heritage and History” tells 
the story of the village and its people 
down the centuries; a fascinating social 
history of our village and its inhabitants 
from the Middle Ages, through the 
Victorian period, and into the 20th 
century. Old photographs and stories 
associated with farming, education, local 
businesses, villagers’ occupations, the 
impact of the Parish Church, and the 
many recreational activities provide a 
colourful and captivating account of 
village life that has since been 
superceded by the industrial and technical revolutions of more recent years. 

For details of how to order please visit the website https://whixley.org/whixley-
its-heritage-and-history/ 

 

New Lottery Season about to start 
The village lottery has run successfully for 
the last two years. The Lottery runs for 
the 10 months, September to July each 
year, and tickets cost £2 per month for 
each of the 10 months, payable in 
advance. The lottery has been an 
important contributor to the Village Hall 
fundraising efforts over the past year and in these difficult times where events in 
person are limited, it remains so.  



 

For the coming year lottery tickets will be sold online via the website shop. Visit 
the shop (www.whixley.org/shop) and select “Lottery ticket” if you wish to 
purchase. Select the ticket type (Random or Chosen) and the number of tickets 
you’d like (£20 each for 10 draws). 

Full details of the ordering process, and how to select your numbers, are in the 
description when you visit the shop.  

 

Whixley Village Hall Children’s Playground 
Whixley Village Hall 
Management Committee are 
delighted to re-open the 
Children’s Playground after such 
a long shutdown. To reopen 
we’re all required to follow 
government and local authority 
advice in avoiding transmission 
of the Covid-19 virus. It is, 
however, impractical to put in 
place measures to constantly clean the play equipment and supervise use of 
the playground. We therefore ask parents and carers of children to adhere to 
the Government and local authority’s advice: 

• Please do not enter the playground if you have any Covid-19 symptoms. 
• Please be vigilant and follow the latest social distancing guidance. Our 

insurance cover is per Government guidelines relating to Covid-19. 
• Please sanitise your hands before and after using each piece of 

equipment. 
• Avoid touching your face when using the equipment. 
• Carefully supervise children to maintain good hygiene. 
• Please wipe down any handles, swing chairs etc. before and after use 

where this is practical. 



 

• Please stay safe and enjoy the facilities. 

 

 

Partial Reopening of Churches 
I am pleased to let you know 
that we are beginning to reopen 
the churches in our benefice. 
Due to various restrictions, 
including the capacity for 
gathering whilst maintaining 2m 
distance, we are initially using 
just the two larger churches in 
the benefice. For those of you 
who would rather stay on zoom 
we are also running the usual zoom services. 

Please check the Church page of the website for details of services to be held.  

If you intend to come to any of the services in the churches it would be a great 
help if you could please let me know by the Tuesday before the service as this 
will help with our seating plans. If there are too many I will use a waiting 
list. Risk assessments have been carried out and measures taken to keep you 
safe and wardens will be there to guide you to your seats and through the 
service. 

Every blessing 

Rev’d Sarah Feaster 
The Vicarage, Main Street, Great Ouseburn, YO26 9RQ 
01423 330928 

 



 

 



 

 

Bridge at Whixley 
The Bridge Club at Whixley normally 
meets on Thursday evenings in the 
Village Hall, and in the autumn each year 
a fundraising bridge afternoon is normally 
held, coupled with afternoon tea. Sadly 
during the last few months it has been 
impossible to meet to play bridge, and so 
many members of the bridge club have 
resorted to playing bridge online using one of the many excellent online 
facilities.  

We have also had to cancel the bridge afternoon which was originally 
scheduled for 24th September because, even though lockdown restrictions may 
have eased sufficiently to allow bridge gatherings, we feel that many people 
who would normally come to such an event would still feel uncomfortable. 

Hopefully, normal bridge club meetings and fundraisers will restart in the New 
Year.  

 

 

Whixley 5k/10k Run Cancelled 
Unfortunately the latest event to fall victim to the COVID-19 
crisis is the annual 5k/10k run which is organised each year 
starting at the Village Hall. This is yet another blow to the 
Village Hall's fundraising programme, and a personal 
disappointment to the event organisers, Jill Watkins-Wright 
and her husband, but we look forward to the event returning in 2021.  

 

Community Resilience Plan 



 

Each year the Community Resilience Plan for our village is updated. The plan is 
managed by a committee of volunteers led by the Parish Council Chair and 
complies with a format set out by the local Borough Council. Copies of the plan 
are lodged with the Council and are kept in the Village Hall in case of 
emergency.  The plan contains useful information and contacts to enable the 
village to respond to a physical emergency such as a flood, fire or major road 
accident. If you have a skill, or perhaps equipment, that would be useful to the 
village in times of emergency, and if you are prepared to be named as a 
resource in the plan, please let us know by 
emailing whixleyparishcouncil@outlook.com. 

 

Whixley Village Facebook Group 
If you are into Facebook then there is a Facebook Group that 
you can sign up to and use to communicate village issues to 
other group members. You can read about the group and 
why it could be useful and important by clicking the link 
above. Over 450 people have joined the group so far, and 
it's set up so that existing members can invite new members 
directly.  

The Village Hall also has a Facebook Page which you are invited to like, and 
a Twitter feed that you can follow.  

And finally….. 
Please also feel free to pass on a copy of this newsletter to anyone interested in 
events in Whixley, and they can use the link below to register on the village 
email list to receive regular updates about the village. This newsletter is also 
available on the website at https://whixley.org/news-2/newsletters.  



 

 

 
  

 


