
Round 1  --   Geography 
 

1 Renamed in 2018, this African country is now known as Eswatini.  
What was its former name? 

 

2 Which mountain at 16,050 feet marks the highest point in 
Antarctica? 

 

3 What was the name of the first French colony in North America, 
comprising eastern Maine and the Canadian provinces of New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island? 

 

4 Ballarat, Geelong, and Bendigo are all cities in which Australian 
state? 

 

5 Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, and 
Pakistan.  Which country is the missing “stan”?   

 

6 What is the highest point in Spain at 12,198 feet?  

7 Which pub is closest the geographical centre of Yorkshire?  

8 Which language, which died out around 1850, was related to 
Icelandic and was spoken in Shetland, Orkney, and in the far north 
of the Scottish mainland? 

 

9 What is the name of the very large island in the North Sea which 
disappeared under the sea about eight thousand years ago? 

 

10 What is the capital of the Chinese province of Hubei?  

  

Round 2  --   History of York 

11 Vicar of Coxwold, this author first published and sold his comic 
masterpiece “Tristram Shandy” from a shop in Stonegate in 1759.  
Who was he? 

 

12 Which Roman emperor was proclaimed as emperor in York?  

13 There’s a burial ground outside the station with  
185 victims of a pandemic disease which hit York in 1852.  Which 
disease? 

 

14 What was the name of the York composer and songwriter who was 
killed on the Somme in 1916? 

 

15 Which York recusant was crushed to her death as a Catholic martyr 
on Ouse Bridge in 1586? 

 

16 A large community from a European country settled around 
Walmgate in the 1840s to escape the Great Famine.  Which 
country? 

 

17 A member of a York business family, a Liberal progressive politician 
in the early twentieth century, he was twice Lord Mayor.  The 
University of York library is named in his honour. Who is he? 

 

18 Reputedly the shortest street in the world, it was widened about 
1750 by the removal of some houses built against the east end of 
St Crux church.  What is it now known as? 

 

19 There are five bars (entrances to the city) -- four medieval bars and 
one modern bar.  Name them all. 

 

20 Who was the confectioner and chocolatier who opened his first 
sweetie shop in St Helen’s Square in 1818? 

 



Round 3  --   Mathematics 

 

21 Whose mathematical proof was too large to fit in the margin of a 

copy of Arithmatica in 1637 

 

22 What’s the name for a twelve-faced solid with pentagonal faces?  

23 What’s the third triangular number?  

24 In Euclidean 3-D space, what is a single-edged surface with a single 

face called? 

 

25 How is the square root of minus one commonly written?  

26 Which German mathematician is credited with creating set theory?  

27 How is 2019 written in Roman numerals?  

28 How long is the third side of a right-angled triangle where the two 

sides adjacent to the right angle are 5 cubits and 12 cubits long? 

 

29 Write nine in binary form.  

30 What is 12345 times 54321? (no machine assistance!)  

 

  Round 4  --   Royalty 

31 Who married Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha in 1840  

32 Who (in April 2020) is seventh in order of succession to the 

throne? 

 

33 Who was the last Duke of York (before Prince Andrew)        

34 A Prince of Wales (Edward, son and heir of Richard III) is said to be 
buried in a Yorkshire village.  Which village? 

 

35 Who was the British Prime Minister when the future Queen 

Elizabeth II was born in 1926? 

 

36 Who is the Duke of Rothesay?  

37 Who was the grandfather of Queen Elizabeth I  ?  

38 In what year was the Union of the Crowns of England, Ireland and 
Scotland? 

 

39 Who was the first King of England?    

40 Who was the Last King of Scotland (according to the 2006 film)?  



 

 


